A Guide to the Book of Genesis

1. Title of the Book

The book of Genesis derives its name from the Greek word genesis, meaning “origin,” “beginning,” or “birth.”
This title reflects the central focus of the book, which recounts the origins of the universe, humanity, sin, and
God’s covenant relationship with His people. The Hebrew title, bereshit (n°wX13), translates to “In the
beginning,” taken from the first words of the text. Genesis is aptly named as it sets the stage for the rest of
the Bible, establishing foundational truths about God and His creation.

2. Major Theological Themes

Genesis introduces several key theological themes that shape the narrative of Scripture:

Creation and Sovereignty of God: Genesis 1-2 presents God as the Creator of the universe,
sovereign over all things, bringing order and purpose to creation.

The Image of God: Humanity’s unique status as being created in God’s image (Genesis 1:26-27)
underscores human dignity and purpose.

Sin and Its Consequences: Genesis 3-11 details humanity’s fall into sin and the resulting
brokenness in creation, relationships, and human nature.

Covenant and Redemption: Beginning with God’s promise to Abraham (Genesis 12), Genesis
highlights God’s plan to redeem humanity through a chosen people.

God’s Faithfulness: Despite human failure, God remains faithful to His promises, preserving and
guiding His people toward His redemptive purposes.

Blessing and Multiplication: A recurring theme is God’s blessing, particularly His promise to make
Abraham’s descendants numerous and bless all nations through them (Genesis 12:1-3).

3. Outline

Genesis is typically divided into two major sections:

1.

2.

Primeval History (Chapters 1-11)
a. Creation (1:1-2:3). The creation of the heavens, the earth, and humanity.
b. Humanity in the Garden (2:4-25). The establishment of Eden and humanity’s purpose.
c. The Fall and Its Consequences (3:1-24). Humanity’s disobedience and the introduction of
sin.
d. The Spread of Sin (4:1-6:8). Cain and Abel, genealogies, and escalating human
wickedness.
e. The Flood and Covenant with Noah (6:9-9:29). God’s judgment through the flood and His
covenant with Noah.
f. The Table of Nations and Babel (10:1-11:26). The spread of nations and the confusion of
languages at Babel.
Patriarchal History (Chapters 12-50)
a. The Call of Abraham (12:1-25:18). God’s covenant with Abraham, the birth of Isaac, and
Abraham’s journey of faith.
b. The Life of Isaac and Jacob (25:19-36:43). The promises pass to Isaac, Jacob’s struggles,
and God’s blessings.
c. The Story of Joseph (37:1-50:26). Joseph’s trials and God’s providence, leading to the
preservation of Israel in Egypt. Genesis closes with the family of Jacob settling in Egypt,
setting the stage for the book of Exodus and the unfolding of God’s redemptive plan.



4. Classic Christian Doctrines from Genesis

The book of Genesis contains foundational texts that underpin many classic Christian doctrines. Here are
key doctrines and the corresponding passages:

1. Doctrine of God (Theology Proper)
a. God as Creator: Genesis 1:1-2:3 emphasizes God as the sovereign Creator of the universe,
establishing His omnipotence and intentional design in creation.
b. God’s Sovereignty and Providence: The narrative demonstrates God’s control over history
and His purposes in creation (Genesis 50:20).
c. God’s Holiness and Justice: Seen in His judgment of sin, such as the Flood (Genesis 6:5-
7:24) and Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19).
2. Doctrine of Creation
a. ExNihilo Creation: Genesis 1:1 suggests that God created everything out of nothing.
b. Goodness of Creation: God repeatedly declares creation “good” (Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, etc.),
affirming its inherent value.
c. Orderin Creation: The structured days of creation reveal a God of order and purpose
(Genesis 1).
3. Doctrine of Humanity (Anthropology)
a. Imago Dei (Image of God): Genesis 1:26-27 teaches that humans are uniquely made in the
image of God, granting dignity, purpose, and moral responsibility.
b. Purpose of Humanity: Humanity is tasked with stewardship over creation (Genesis 1:28-
30; 2:15).
c. Gender and Marriage: Genesis 2:18-24 establishes the complementary nature of male and
female and the institution of marriage.
4. Doctrine of Sin (Hamartiology)
a. The Fall of Humanity: Genesis 3 explains the origin of sin and its consequences, including
death, suffering, and alienation from God.
b. Original Sin: Adam and Eve’s disobedience (Genesis 3:6-7) introduces a sinful nature
passed down to all humanity (supported by Romans 5:12-19).
c. Sin’s Spread and Effects: The escalation of sin is seen in stories like Cain and Abel
(Genesis 4), the Flood (Genesis 6-9), and Babel (Genesis 11).
5. Doctrine of Redemption (Soteriology)
a. The Protoevangelium (First Gospel): Genesis 3:15 foreshadows Christ’s victory over Satan
and the ultimate redemption of humanity.
b. God’s Covenant with Noah: Genesis 9:8-17 highlights God’s mercy and His promise to
preserve life.
c. The Abrahamic Covenant: Genesis 12:1-3, 15:1-21, and 17:1-14 introduce God’s
redemptive plan through Abraham’s lineage, ultimately fulfilled in Christ (Galatians 3:8, 16).
6. Doctrine of the Trinity
a. Hints of Plurality in the Godhead: The phrase “Let Us make man in Our image” (Genesis
1:26) suggests the plurality of the Godhead, later clarified as the Trinity in the New
Testament.
b. The Spirit’s Role in Creation: The Spirit of God is mentioned as hovering over the waters
during creation (Genesis 1:2).
7. Doctrine of Judgment and Grace
a. Judgment of Sin: The Flood (Genesis 6-9), the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah
(Genesis 19), and the curses of the Fall (Genesis 3:14-19) highlight God’s justice.
b. Grace and Mercy: God’s preservation of Noah (Genesis 6:8-9), His protection of Lot
(Genesis 19:16), and His covenant with Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3) reveal His grace.
8. Doctrine of Eschatology (End Times)



a. Blessingto All Nations: The Abrahamic promise (Genesis 12:3) points to the global scope
of God’s redemptive plan, fulfilled in Christ and consummated in the new creation
(Revelation 21-22).

Conclusion:

Genesis is more than a book of beginnings; it lays the theological and narrative foundation for the entire
Bible. It reveals the character of God, the brokenness of humanity, and the unshakable hope found in God’s
covenant promises. Studying Genesis equips believers to understand their place in God’s story and His
eternal plan of redemption.
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