
THE PURPOSE OF THE RESCUE | APRIL 7, 2024

The Purpose of the 
Rescue (Acts 1:1–5) 
APRIL 7, 2024 
Rev. Dr. Matt Ayars 

1.0 INTRODUCTION — IT’S 
HIS STORY 

Salvation is not about us, it’s about Him. The story is 
His. God is the main character in the story of our lives, 
as he is the main character in the story of creation. He 
rescues us for a purpose. 

Summary of Salvation in Prepositions (“for”, “in”, 
and “through”) 
Formed, Filled, and Poured Out 

PREACHING POINT 

WOULD YOU COME IF HE CALLED 
YOU? 

2.0 ACTS 1:1–5 

2.1 THE TITLE OF THE BOOK 
The book is called the “Acts of the Apostles,” not the 
“beliefs of the apostles”. That’s not to say that 
doctrine is not important, it is. Truth sets people free. 

But it sets us free to be servants to God’s redemptive 
purposes in the world.   

PREACHING POINT 

WHAT WOULD YOUR BOOK OF 
“ACTS” LOOK LIKE? 

2.2 IN THE FIRST BOOK 
Reference to the book of Luke, the story of the birth, 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Many Christians 
don’t even know that there’s a volume 2!  

2.2 …O THEOPHILUS… 
This book is written to a believer. All scripture is 
written to believers and can, therefore, only be rightly 
interpreted by believers (the doctrine of the clarity of 
Scripture). 

2.3 …ALL JESUS BEGAN TO DO AND 
TEACH… 
Jesus is the central character of the story. This book is 
about the rest of the what Jesus this, but this time, it’s 
through his disciples. 

PREACHING POINT 

YOUR LIFE IS NOT YOUR OWN. 
YOU HAVE BEEN BOUGHT WITH A 
PRICE. IT IS NO LONGER YOU 
WHO LIVES BUT CHRIST WHO 
LIVES IN YOU. 

2.4 …AFTER HE HAD GIVEN COMMANDS 
THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT… 
• The Great Commission is a command. In 2018 a 

Barna Group study found that about 51% of US 
churchgoers did not know the Great Commission.  1

• The Holy Spirit causes us to remember all the things 
that Jesus teaches (Jn. 14:26) 

PREACHING POINT 

WE ARE IN SIN IF WE’RE NOT 
ABOUT THE GREAT COMMISSION 

 https://abwe.org/blog/3-great-commission-mistakes/1
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2.5 …THE APOSTLES WHOM HE HAD 
CHOSEN… 
Divine providence is a key them in the book of Acts. 
He has specific plans for specific people in specific 
times and places. 

PREACHING POINT 

DON’T BE A AFRAID. GOD’S PLAN 
IS AHEAD OF US. 

2.6 …HE PRESENTED HIMSELF ALIVE TO 
THEM… 
The resurrection of Jesus is central to the Good News. 
Salvation depends on it. Romans 10:9 says, “because, if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.” 

PREACHING POINT 

IF GOD CAN RAISE JESUS FROM 
THE DEAD, THEN WHAT CAN HE 
DO THROUGH YOU AND IN YOU? 

2.7 DO NOT DEPART FROM JERUSALEM, 
BUT WAIT FOR THE PROMISE OF THE 
FATHER… 
We must depend on the Holy Spirit to fulfill God’s 
plans through us. Supernatural empowerment is the 
only way the Kingdom grows. It’s resurrection power. 
The Holy Spirit not only shapes us into the image of 
Christ, but also empowers us for Kingdom building. 
There are seasons of ministry, don’t go until you’re 
called. 

PREACHING POINT 

GOD WISHES TO GIVE YOU A 
UNQIUE, SUPERNATURAL GIFT TO 
PUSH BACK THE GATES OF HELL. 

3.0 INVITATION 

Are you actively engaged in ministry? Maybe you 
need to be ignited for ministry. Go deeper in 
your faith (means of grace that comes through 
service). 

Divine Providence Is with You. Maybe you need 
reminded, as you work, that divine providence is 
behind you and ahead of you. Don’t be 
discouraged. Follow the promptings of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Do you know your spiritual gifts? Maybe you 
need to discover your spiritual gifts. 
Do you believe in the resurrection? Maybe you 
need to reconcile your faith with the resurrection. 
Do you believe? 
Depend on the Holy Spirit. Maybe you need to 
depend on the Holy Spirit more. (how to depend 
on the Holy Spirit?) 

BIG PREACHING POINT: 
RECAPITULATION & NEW 
CREATION 

The big preaching point of this sermon is that the 
point of salvation is the fulfillment of God’s 
redemptive purposes in history. We are not the main 
characters in the story. God is the main character. He 
rescues us for a purpose. 

STUDY QUESTIONS 

1. What does Jesus set us free to do? 
2. What does the name “Theophilus” mean and what 

bearing does that have on the right interpretation 
of Scripture?  

3. Why does Luke say that the first book describes all 
the Jesus “began” to do and teach when it is the 
story of the entire life of Jesus? 

4. What is the meaning of “divine providence”? 
5. Why should divine providence inspire and 

encourage us to be in ministry?  
6. What are your spiritual gifts? 
7. Is believing in the bodily resurrection required for 

salvation? 
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