


WEEK 2: ENTIRE SANC HFICATIO

AN overview of the doctrine that makes Methodism "Methodism”
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The Grand Despositu

'Tam not afraid that the people called Methodists
should ever cease to exist either in Europe or
America. But [ am afraid lest they should only exist
as a dead sect, having the torm of religion without

the power. And this undountedly will be the case
unless they hold fast both the doctrine, spirit, and

discipline with which they first set out.” — Jonn
Wesley
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John Wesley believed that God ral
people called "Methodist” to procl
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sed up the
alm to the

world this doctrine of entire sanctification.

Relerring to entire sanctitication, Wesley wrote

N a letter 'the grand depositum which God

nas lodged w:
and for the sa

th the people called Methodists;
ke of propagating this chiefly He

appeared to have raised us up.
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Dellning Entire Sanctitication

Entire sanctification is the ful
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ness of the Spirit, victory

over sin, and a lite of holy love. By fullness of the Spirit, we
mean the state in which the Holy Spirit

means we

gets all of us: it

nave the Spirit in every part of us. We have

given ourselves over entirely for the Holy Spirit to move

reely ir

‘us and through us. Entire sanc

‘ification is the

work of t

ne Holy Spirit in pertecting our -

ove of God and

neighbor by making that holy love our highest desire
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Wesley’s Definition

“A tull salvation from all our sins, from pride, self-will, anger,
unbelief, or, as the Apostle expresses it, “Go on to perfection”
‘Heb. 6:1 KJV]. But what is perfection? The word has various

se
fil

nses: here it means perfect love. It is love excluding sin; love
iNng the heart, taking up the whole capacity of the soul. It is

love “rejoicing evermore, praying without ceasing, in everything
giving thanks” [1 Thess. 5:16-18 KJV|.
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Dellning Entire Sanctitication

The Positive and Negative of Entire Sanctification
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The Positive and Negative of Entire Sanctification

hegative

nature [tis the total

our iInward pent towards selt

v, entire sanctitication is
the elimination of

sin from our
COH’@CUOD Of
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The Positive and Negative of Entire Sanctification

Positively, entire sancti
[reedom to have an undivided neart that
xed on loving and obeying
God: it means experiencing the
of God’s perfect love.

lcation is the

ullness




The Work of God (not human accomplishment)

The claim
perfectio

because if for no othe

oerfection is the fruit of belief that the redempti

Holy Spirit is

are fully abandoned to God. |
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Dellning Entire Sanctitication

that Christians can be made perfect

oowerful enough to transform se

[TON

Ity can acco
ve work of t

in love seems like a tall o
N in love is both the mandatory and natural follow-up of regene
" reason than that he who begins a good work sees it t
completion (Phil. 1:6). The promise of entire sanctification is not a ¢
capable of but of what the sovereign Holy Trir

mplish

Ne Fat

IN SINNers.

der. St

IH,

‘atio

ner, the Son, d
f-centered sinners into indivic
Cis as Paul says, “Now may the God o
sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and

A

Nrough to

aim to what we are

Christian

uals

" peace himself
nody be kept

Nd the

WNO

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will
surely do it” (1 Thess. 5:23-24; italics added).
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Entire Sanctification
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Pleasing God is the Highest Desire

tire sanctificatio

nostle Paul calls t
on to have our

Not sin because the

way |
M this pattern of

Ng GOC

IS our highest desire.

the Bible calls a “whole heart”[1] T
understandings, or even in all its feelir

KNOW|

ng and serving God.

N affirms t
Holy S
ne “flesh” (Rom. 7-8). Habitual si
N lite. As we've been discussi
nd acting. The Holy Spirit can
use of the Holy Spiri

thinking @

niblical teach
Nas dealt wi

ne
DIt

B3eco

Nis is not a heart that
gs, but one that is co

‘he result
ng but

2]
DeVi

to diso

s that a person is no
IS now “bent” to please God.
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N results from a w
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flowless in all its
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ned or ”“

nent”
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Being filled with the Holy Spirit is synonymous with t
ove. We discussed above that within the inner
nal bond of holy
oirit is the gi

Noly
the I

and t
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bel]
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Entire Sanctification

oly Spir
ne Son.
the world. W

jon.
the perfect bond of holy
being given over entirely to the perfect love of
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The Indwelling of Perfect Love

it is the eter
-xternally,

nen the Fa
ievers, it is the indwe
-ntire sancti

he

icat

oly S

ther a
ing of
ion is the wit
ellowship with C

nd So

a ho

ne ful
ife of

ove shc
.Ct O_ -
N send the Holy S

red between the
‘he Father and t

Iness of perfect,
the Holy Trinity,
-ather
ne Son
oirit to indwell

v love free from ¢

-
L

Nrstians:

Clele

ness of God's promise
s the emboc
Nat is the Ho

eficiency or

to extena
iment of
vV SpIrit.




Biblical Support

NTIRE SANCTIFICATION

We cannot use a concordance to do theology, meaning that the
theological message of the text comes through after Holy Spirit-led
interpretation. Note that the most essential doctrine of the Christian

faith is the Trinity, and the word “Trinity” appears nowhere in
scripture. However, the Scriptures themselves witness to God as one,
vet three distinct persons. Interpretive work must be done to arrive at

that theological conclusion.

scripture sup
disease of s

hat said, the broader witness of

oorts the idea that God can heal believers from the

N. Here are some

Bible verses that Wesleyans have

pointed to in support of the doctrine of entire sanctification.



NTIRE SANCTIFICATION

Biblical Support

1 Thessalonians 5:34-24 "May the God
Ol peace himsell sanctity you entirely:
and may your spirit and soul and
pody be kept blameless at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who

calls you is taithtul, and he will do this’
(NRSV)
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Matthew 5:48, "You therefore
must pbe pertect, as your

neavenly Father is per:

ect’



NTIRE SANCTIFICATION

Biblical Support

Romans 6:1, "What shall we say

then? Are we to continue in sin

that grace may apound? By no

means! How can we Who died to
sin still live it in?
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Romans 6:4, "\We were puried therefore
with him by baptism into death, iIn order

that, just as Cnrist was raised

dead by the glory of the

mignt walk in the newness of it

from the
“ather we too
=)



NTIRE SANCTIFICATION

Biblical Support

Romans 6:6, "'We know that our old self
was crucified with him in order that
the body of sin might be brought to
notning, so that we would no longer
be enslaved to sin. For one who has

dled nhas peen set free from sin
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Romans 8:1-4, “There is therefore now no condemnation

for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law o

" the Spirit of

ife has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and

death. For God

nas done what the law, weakened by the

flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness
of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in

order -
fulfil

‘hat the righteous requirement of the law might be
ed in us, who walk not according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit.”
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Biblical Support

Deuteronomy 6:4-5, Hear, O Israel
The Lord your God, the Lord i1s one.
You shall love the Lord your Goc
with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mignt.”
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't is essential to note that this doctrine of perfect love did not originate with
John Wesley. Wesley merely rediscovered and brought attention to the
doctrine for a new generation of Christians. One can strongly argue from the

Scriptures that t
witness to the rec
ich is why many theo
NiNg. Some of those |
tius of Antioch, The Didache,
vcarp), (2) the later Greek Fathers (Iranaeus, Origen, Clement of
tin Fathers (Cyprian and Ambrose of Milan),
ne Cappadocian Fathers (Gregory of Nyssa), (5) Augustine, (6) John
of Clairvaux, and (8) Thomas Acquinas.

W
teac

[e]gle
PO
ndria, Tertullian, (3) the La

Alexa
(4) t

Cassian, (/) Bernarc

09

NCl

ude: (1) the ea

ians through history
ly C
Barnapas, t

Ne S

ne doctrine originates with the Bible and the apostolic
eeming work of Jesus enshrined in the New Testament,
nave championed this
Nristi

an Fathers (including

nepherd of Hermas,
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The When and How of Entire Sanctification

In general, Wesleyans agree on whar

- sanctification

Where there is disagreement is on w

nen and how it

S (perfect love).

Nappens. Ssome

movements within the history of Methodism believe that all one must

do is ask for it and God will do it (the “short way,” typically associated
with groups such as the Nazarenes, Salvation Army, Pentecostals,
and others). Other movements believe that it is a slow and steady

orocess that happens over a litetime, and one may or may not arrive

(the “long way,” typically associated with the larger groups like the
United Methodist Church).
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The When and How of Entire Sanctification

The Short Way

Christian perfection now by total consecration and faith. The most optimistic
view on holiness teaches that believers can experience Christian perfection
now, in the present moment, through an act of entire consecration and faith,
whereby believers surrender their lives to the lordship of Christ and trust Goad
to purify anad empovver them. Christian perfection is a simple synergism ir
which the work of consecration and faith by a Christian is met immediately

with deliverance from the inner propensity to sin by the Holy Spirit. This
perspective makes a distinction between entire sanctification and Christian

maturity.
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Cntire Sanctification

The Middle Way

ness in tr
IS realizeo

N holi
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rway,” It
rity. Perfection is w
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iate Chri

stian perfection

N can choose to cooperda

1S O

"aith

S seen as a gift of grace, a grace w

e or
an what one receives at conversior

NOLt.

e Wesleyan tradition aff
in a Christian’s lif
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t makes growtr
it does not
DOWer

irms with the “shorte
Ugh personal consec
on between Christian perfection and
toward spiritual maturity optimal.
eve that faith necessary to

‘ent at any given moment in @

ith which o
‘he grace capable of creating this faith is

~way” that
‘ation anad

e thro
IStiNncCti

bel
inhe

. This perspective makes a distinction

between entire sanctification and Christian maturity:.



IN contrast to the previous two positions, the thi
emphasizes that Christian perfection is realizec
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The When and How of .

Cntire Sanctification

The Long Way

owIng Mo

rd Wesleyan view on holiness
Mmost often in a believer’s lite after o

Ny years of spiritual development. There

realize en

Ire sC

nctification in the present lite, but

most will not experience it until just before deat
the persistence and stubbornness of original sin forms the heart of the doctrine. This
e overcome gradually over a lifetime through significant

N or at the point of death. A belief in

growth in grace, personal denial, and spiritual development. Christian maturity and
entire sanctification are closely linked in this view.






