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Classical Christology: The Person of Christ 
The Central Question: Who is Jesus Christ? 

Christology seeks to answer how Jesus can be both fully God and fully human in one person—and 
why that truth is essential for salvation. 

1. Biblical Foundation 

• Divine Identity: Jesus forgives sins, receives worship, commands creation (John 1:1–3; Phil 2:5–
11; Col 1:15–20; Heb 1:1–3). 

• True Humanity: He is born, suffers, dies, and rises (Luke 2; John 19–20). 

• The Gospel Logic: Only God can save; only a real human can represent us. 

2. The Road to Chalcedon 

Council Year Issue Core Affirmation 

Nicaea 325 
Arius denied Christ’s full 
divinity 

The Son is homoousios (“of one substance”) with the 
Father 

Constantinople 381 
Clarified Trinity & full 
humanity 

One essence, three persons; Christ fully human 

Ephesus 431 
Nestorius divided 
Christ’s person 

Mary is Theotokos—the one born is truly God 
incarnate 

Chalcedon 451 
Eutyches confused the 
natures 

One person in two natures: without confusion, 
change, division, or separation 

 

3. Chalcedonian Definition (451) 

“One and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-begotten, acknowledged in two natures, without confusion, 
without change, without division, without separation… the properties of each nature preserved, 
concurring in one person and one hypostasis.” 

Key Truth: Jesus Christ is one divine person in two complete, united natures—fully God and fully 
human. 

4. Classic Errors and Their Dangers 
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Heresy Error Why It Fails 

Arianism Denies Christ’s full divinity A creature cannot save 

Apollinarianism Denies full humanity (no human mind) Humanity left unredeemed 

Nestorianism Divides person of Christ Two Christs instead of one 

Eutychianism Merges natures Humanity swallowed by divinity 

 

5. Why It Matters 

• For Salvation: Only the God-man reconciles God and humanity. 

• For Scripture: Only the Incarnate Word makes sense of the gospel story. 

• For Worship: Christians worship Christ as God. 

• For Spiritual Life: In Christ, God truly shares human life so we can share divine life. 

Key Terms 

• Ousia: Essence or substance 

• Hypostasis: Person or concrete reality 

• Homoousios: “Of one substance” 

• Theotokos: “God-bearer” (Mary) 

• Hypostatic Union: Union of two natures in one person 

• Communicatio Idiomatum: Exchange of attributes between natures 

Essential Summary 

Jesus Christ is one person who is fully God and fully man. 


