
ACTS 7 — GOD’S FAITHFUL STORY AND 
ISRAEL’S REJECTED DELIVERERS 
Big Picture 
Acts 7 records Stephen’s defense before the Sanhedrin, the longest speech in the book of 
Acts. Rather than offering a simple defense, Stephen retells the story of Israel to reveal a 
recurring pattern: God sends deliverers, and God’s people repeatedly reject them. By tracing 
Israel’s history from Abraham to the Temple, Stephen shows that God’s presence has never 
been confined to the land or the Temple and that Israel has often resisted the very leaders 
God raised to save them. The speech culminates in the accusation that the religious leaders 
have now repeated this pattern by rejecting and crucifying Jesus. Stephen’s martyrdom 
marks a turning point in Acts, leading to the persecution that spreads the gospel beyond 
Jerusalem. 

Structure of the Chapter 
7:1–8 — God’s Call of Abraham 

7:9–16 — Joseph Rejected and Exalted 

7:17–43 — Moses Rejected by Israel 

7:44–50 — The Tabernacle, the Temple, and God’s Presence 

7:51–53 — Stephen’s Prophetic Accusation 

7:54–60 — Stephen’s Martyrdom 

Key Themes 
God’s Presence Beyond the Temple (7:2–50). Stephen emphasizes that God appeared to 
his people long before the Temple existed and often outside the land of Israel. God called 
Abraham in Mesopotamia, was with Joseph in Egypt, and appeared to Moses in the 
wilderness of Midian. By highlighting these moments, Stephen challenges the assumption 
that God’s presence is limited to Jerusalem or the Temple. God’s work has always extended 
beyond sacred geography. 

The Pattern of Rejected Deliverers (7:9–39). Throughout Israel’s history, God raises up 
leaders to save his people, yet those very leaders are often rejected. Joseph was sold by his 
brothers before becoming their rescuer. Moses was initially rejected by the Israelites before 
leading them out of Egypt. Stephen draws attention to this pattern to show that rejecting 
Jesus is not a new failure but the continuation of a tragic historical pattern. 



The Heart of Rebellion (7:39–43). Stephen recalls Israel’s worship of the golden calf and their 
longing to return to Egypt. This moment reveals that Israel’s deepest problem was not 
external oppression but an inward resistance to God. Even after experiencing deliverance, 
their hearts turned back toward the idols of the past. 

The Limits of the Temple (7:44–50). Stephen acknowledges the history of the Tabernacle 
and the Temple but reminds his listeners of the words of Isaiah: “Heaven is my throne, and 
the earth is my footstool.” God cannot be confined to buildings or human structures. The 
Temple was meant to point to God’s presence, not contain it. 

Resisting the Holy Spirit (7:51–53). Stephen’s speech concludes with a direct prophetic 
rebuke. He accuses the religious leaders of continuing the same resistance that 
characterized their ancestors. They have resisted the Holy Spirit and betrayed the Righteous 
One—Jesus himself. 

Faithful Witness in the Face of Death (7:54–60). As Stephen is stoned, he receives a vision 
of Jesus standing at the right hand of God. In his final moments, Stephen echoes the words 
of Jesus by entrusting his spirit to the Lord and praying for the forgiveness of his 
executioners. His death becomes the first Christian martyrdom and sets the stage for the 
gospel’s expansion through persecution. 

Major Takeaways 
• God’s presence is not limited to sacred places or institutions. 
• Throughout history, God’s people have often resisted the leaders he sends. 
• The deepest human problem is a resistant heart, not merely external circumstances. 
• Jesus is the ultimate deliverer whom God has raised up for salvation. 
• Faithful witness to Christ may involve suffering, but God’s presence remains with his 

people. 


