
ACTS 17 — THE GOSPEL 
ENCOUNTERS THE WORLD 
Big Picture 
Acts 17 records Paul’s ministry in three very different cities—Thessalonica, Berea, 
and Athens—each representing a different response to the gospel. Some reject 
Christ because of hardened hearts, others eagerly search the Scriptures to test 
the message, and still others pursue truth through philosophy but have yet to 
know the living God. 

The chapter demonstrates that the gospel is intellectually credible, biblically 
rooted, and universally relevant. Whether speaking to synagogue worshipers or 
Greek philosophers, Paul faithfully proclaims the risen Christ as the fulfillment of 
God’s redemptive plan. 

The chapter highlights: 

• The varied responses to the gospel 
• The importance of searching the Scriptures 
• The difference between open and closed hearts 
• The gospel’s engagement with culture 
• God’s sovereignty over all nations 
• The resurrection as the centerpiece of Christian proclamation 

Acts 17 reminds us that while people respond differently to the gospel, the 
message itself never changes: Jesus Christ is Lord, He has risen from the dead, 
and all people are called to repentance and faith. 

Structure of the Chapter 
• 17:1–9 — Paul Preaches in Thessalonica 
• 17:10–15 — The Noble Bereans 
• 17:16–21 — Paul Observes Athens 
• 17:22–31 — Paul’s Sermon at Mars Hill 
• 17:32–34 — Responses to the Gospel 



Key Themes 
The Human Heart Determines Our Response to Truth 
(17:1–15) 
Luke intentionally contrasts Thessalonica with Berea. 

The Thessalonians hear the same gospel but many reject it, becoming jealous 
and stirring up opposition. 

The Bereans, however, receive Paul’s teaching “with great eagerness” while 
carefully examining the Scriptures every day to see whether what Paul said was 
true. 

Acts 17 teaches that faith is not blind acceptance, nor is unbelief always 
intellectual. Often the condition of the heart determines whether people 
embrace or resist the truth. 

This passage reminds us that mature disciples are both humble enough to 
receive instruction and discerning enough to test everything by God’s Word. 

Scripture Is the Final Authority (17:10–12) 
The Bereans are commended not because they simply believed Paul, but 
because they tested his teaching against the Scriptures. 

Healthy faith asks questions. 

Healthy faith studies God’s Word. 

Healthy faith gladly submits to the truth wherever it leads. 

Acts 17 models a church that values both spiritual openness and biblical 
discernment. 

The Gospel Engages Every Culture (17:16–29) 
When Paul arrives in Athens, he is deeply distressed by the city’s idolatry. 

Rather than condemning the Athenians from a distance, he enters into 
conversation with them. 

He observes their culture. 

He understands their worldview. 

He even quotes their own poets. 



Paul begins where they are but faithfully leads them to Christ. 

Acts 17 demonstrates that effective evangelism requires both conviction and 
cultural understanding. 

The gospel speaks into every culture without becoming captive to any culture. 

God Is Creator and Lord of All (17:22–29) 
Paul proclaims that the God of Israel is not a local or tribal deity. 

He is: 

• Creator of heaven and earth. 
• Lord over every nation. 
• The giver of life and breath. 
• The One who determines the rise and fall of kingdoms. 
• The God who desires that all people seek Him. 

Because every human being bears God’s image, every person possesses 
inherent dignity and is invited into relationship with Him. 

The God who created humanity does not dwell in temples made by human 
hands. 

Instead, He is present everywhere and calls every person to Himself. 

The Resurrection Changes Everything (17:30–31) 
Paul concludes with a call to repentance. 

“The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now He commands all people 
everywhere to repent.” 

Why? 

Because God has appointed a day when He will judge the world through Jesus 
Christ. 

The resurrection is God’s public declaration that Jesus is Lord. 

It is the foundation of Christian hope, the guarantee of future judgment, and 
the assurance that evil will not have the final word. 

Every Person Must Respond to Jesus (17:32–34) 
Luke ends the chapter with three different responses. 



Some mock. 

Some delay. 

Some believe. 

These same responses continue today. 

The gospel always invites a decision. 

No one encounters Jesus and remains completely neutral. 

Major Themes in Acts 17 
• The Gospel Produces Different Responses. 
• The Scriptures Are the Standard of Truth. 
• Christianity Engages Both Heart and Mind. 
• God Is Lord of Every Nation and Culture. 
• Idolatry Cannot Satisfy the Human Heart. 
• The Resurrection Is Central to the Christian Faith. 
• Every Person Is Called to Repent and Believe. 

How Acts 17 Fits into Acts 
Acts 17 continues Paul’s Second Missionary Journey as the gospel moves deeper 
into the Gentile world. 

Before Acts 17: 

• The church enters Europe through Philippi. 
• Lydia, the jailer, and others come to faith. 
• The Philippian church is established. 

Acts 17 expands the mission by bringing the gospel into influential urban 
centers where Jewish tradition, Greek philosophy, and Roman culture intersect. 

The chapter demonstrates that Christianity is not merely another religion but 
God’s answer to the deepest questions of every culture. 

After Acts 17: 

• Paul continues south into Corinth. 
• Churches continue multiplying throughout Greece. 
• The gospel increasingly shapes the Roman world. 



Why It Matters 
Acts 17 calls believers to: 

• Love God with both heart and mind. 
• Study the Scriptures diligently. 
• Engage culture without compromising biblical truth. 
• Recognize and reject modern forms of idolatry. 
• Share the gospel with gentleness, wisdom, and courage. 
• Proclaim the resurrection of Jesus as the hope of the world. 

The chapter reminds us that every human heart is searching for meaning, 
purpose, and truth. Some seek through religion, others through philosophy, 
achievement, pleasure, or success. Yet every search ultimately finds its 
fulfillment in Jesus Christ—the risen Lord who alone reveals the Father and 
offers eternal life. 

Acts 17 encourages Christians to be both faithful students of Scripture and 
thoughtful ambassadors of Christ, confidently proclaiming the gospel in a 
world that continues to ask the same questions about God, truth, and the 
meaning of life. 

 


