ACTS TT—NO DISTINCTION: THE SAME
SPIRIT FOR ALL

Big Picture

Acts 11 confirms and defends the breakthrough of Acts 10. What began with Cornelius now
pecomes established truth for the whole church: Gentiles are fully included in the people of
God. Through Peter’s testimony and the rise of the church in Antioch, the early church
comes to recognize that God grants the same Spirit, the same repentance, and the same
life to all who believe. The gospel is not only for all people—it creates a new kind of people.

Structure of the Chapter

o 111-3— The Controversy in Jerusalem

o 11:4-17 — Peter Explains the Gentile Inclusion

e 11118 — The Church Accepts God's Work

o 11119-21— The Gospel Spreads to the Gentiles

o 1122-24 — Barnabas Encourages the Church

o 11:25-26 — Saul Joins the Work in Antioch

o 1127-30 — The Church Responds with Generosity

Key Themes
The Gospel Challenges Established Boundaries (11:1-3)

The Jerusalem believers confront Peter for associating with Gentiles: “You went to
uncircumcised men and ate with them.”

This is not merely about social discomfort—it is about identity. Table fellowship marked
covenant belonging. The question underneath the objection is: Who truly belongs to the
people of God?

God Defines What Is Clean (11:4-10)

Peter recounts his vision of the sheet: “What God has made clean, do not call common.”

What appeared to be about food is revealed to be about people. God is dismantling long-
standing boundary markers and redefining holiness—not as separation from others, but as
something determined by His cleansing work.

The Holy Spirit as the Decisive Evidence (11:11-17)
Peter's defense centers on one undeniable fact: “The Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at
the beginning.”



This is the turning point:

e The Gentiles receive the same Spirit
e Theyexperience the same grace
e Theyareincluded on the same basis

Peter's conclusion is powerful: “Who was | that | could stand in God's way?”

The church must align itself with what CGod is doing.

Repentance Is a Gift for All (11:18)

The response of the Jerusalem church: “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted
repentance that leads to life”

Repentance is not merely a human decision—it is something granted by God. And now it is
clear: this gift is not limited to Israel, but extended to all nations.

Mission Expands Through Ordinary Believers (11:19-21)

As persecution scatters believers, the gospel spreads.

At first, it is preached only to Jews. But then: “They began speaking to the Greeks also,
preaching the Lord Jesus.”

This is a major shift:

e Not led by apostles
e Not centrally planned
e Butdriven by faithful, unnamed believers

“The hand of the Lord was with them”

God's power accompanies their witness.

The Church Takes Shape in Antioch (11:22-26)

Barnabas is sent to evaluate what is happening. His response: “He rejoiced... and exhorted
them all to remain faithful”

Barnabas recognizes grace at work and encourages perseverance.
He brings Saul (Paul), and together they teach the church for a year.
‘In Antioch the disciples were first called Christians.”

This marks a new identity:

e Not Jew or Gentile
e But people defined by Christ

Holiness Expressed Through Generosity (11:27-30)

A prophecy of famine leads to action: "Each according to his ability..."



The Gentile church sends relief to Judea.
This is significant:

e Unity across ethnic lines
e Love expressed in tangible ways
e The gospel producing real, sacrificial community

Holiness is not abstract—it is embodied in generosity.

The Expansion of the People of God

Acts 11 confirms that:

e The Spiritis given apart from the law
e Repentance is granted to all
e The church is now a multi-ethnic, Spirit-formed community

The defining mark of God's people is no longer ethnicity or tradition, but grace received
through faith and evidenced by the Spirit.

Why It Matters
Acts 11 calls the church to:

e Recognize where God is at work—even when it stretches expectations
e Submit traditions and assumptions to the authority of God's action
e Embrace a vision of the church that is truly global and unified in Christ

It reminds us that holiness is not about exclusion, but about being shaped into a people
who reflect the grace of God.

One-Sentence Summary

Acts 11 reveals that God grants the same Spirit, the same repentance, and the same life to all
who believe, forming one unified people in Christ across every boundary.



