
WELLSPRING CHURCH 

ACTS 12 — GOD’S KINGDOM 
ADVANCES THROUGH 
OPPOSITION 
Big Picture 
Acts 12 presents a striking contrast between human power and divine authority. 
King Herod intensifies persecution against the church, even executing James 
and imprisoning Peter. Yet in the midst of violence and pressure, God 
intervenes—delivering Peter, humbling Herod, and ensuring that the gospel 
continues to spread. The chapter reminds us that no earthly power can 
ultimately stop the purposes of God. 

Structure of the Chapter 
• 12:1–5 — Herod Persecutes the Church 
• 12:6–11 — Peter’s Miraculous Deliverance 
• 12:12–17 — The Church Responds in Prayer and Surprise 
• 12:18–19 — Herod’s Failure and Frustration 
• 12:20–23 — Herod’s Pride and Judgment 
• 12:24–25 — The Word of God Advances 

Key Themes 
The Reality of Persecution (12:1–5) 
Herod Agrippa targets the church, executing James and imprisoning Peter to 
gain favor with the people. 

This moment is sobering: 

• Faithfulness does not guarantee safety 
• God allows suffering, even the loss of leaders 
• The church is not immune to opposition 

Yet the church responds in a defining way: “Earnest prayer for him was made to 
God by the church.” 
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When the church cannot control circumstances, it turns to God. 

God’s Power to Deliver (12:6–11) 
Peter is guarded by soldiers, bound with chains, and awaiting execution. 

Then: 

• An angel appears 
• Chains fall off 
• Doors open 
• Peter walks free 

The point is clear: What is impossible for man is effortless for God. 

Peter’s realization: “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel…” 

God’s deliverance is not hypothetical—it is real, decisive, and timely. 

Faith That Prays… and Is Surprised (12:12–17) 
The church is gathered and praying for Peter’s release. 

When Peter actually shows up: 

• They don’t believe it 
• They assume it must be something else 

This moment is both humorous and revealing: 

• The church prays faithfully 
• But struggles to expect God to answer 

Even imperfect faith is still used by God. 

The Limits of Human Power (12:18–19) 
Herod’s authority proves powerless: 

• He cannot explain Peter’s escape 
• He executes the guards in frustration 

Earthly power always has limits—it cannot control what God is doing. 

The Danger of Pride (12:20–23) 
Herod receives praise as a god and accepts it. 

Immediately: 
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• He is struck down 
• His life ends in judgment 

This is a stark warning: 

• Pride places us in opposition to God 
• Glory belongs to God alone 

The one who exalted himself is brought low. 

The Unstoppable Word of God (12:24–25) 
Despite persecution, death, and opposition: 

“But the word of God increased and multiplied.” 

This is the final word of the chapter: 

• Not Herod’s power 
• Not persecution 
• But the advance of God’s kingdom 

God’s mission cannot be stopped. 

The Triumph of God’s Kingdom 
Acts 12 reveals that: 

• God’s purposes are not hindered by suffering 
• His power is greater than human authority 
• His word continues to advance no matter the cost 

Even when outcomes differ (James executed, Peter delivered), God remains 
sovereign and faithful. 

Why It Matters 
Acts 12 calls the church to: 

• Pray persistently, even in uncertainty 
• Trust God in both deliverance and suffering 
• Reject pride and give glory to God alone 
• Rest in the confidence that God’s mission will prevail 

It reminds us that the church’s hope is not in favorable circumstances, but in 
the unstoppable power of God. 


